The Rise of Jeffreys
prosecutions of the Whigs, and took a leading part in the
quo warranto proceedings by which the cities were gradually
deprived of their charters and privileges, which so many
of them had consistently used in defence of popular liberty.
He was now appointed Chief Justice of Cheshire, where
he went circuit to enjoy baiting Dissenters and behaved
in so drunken and indecorous a fashion that he called down
upon himself popular rebuke. He was still an influence in
the City, and took an active part in the election of Tory
Sheriffs to replace the independent Sheriffs who had called
together the ignoramus jury which had administered such
a snub to the late Recorder. He loves to prance about on
the high horse and belabour underlings who thwart his
desires. He is found committing a Whig Unde^Sherifi,
named Goodenough, to jail for not providing him and his
brother justices with sufficient feasts at Hicks's Hall. But
he was capable of great services to his masters, and he
undertook with enthusiasm, energy and ability the prosecu-
tion of Lord Russell and the other conspirators of the Rye
House Plot. He was in fact an excellent specimen of the
political hack lawyer, and it soon became obvious to his
contemporaries that he was on the trail leading to the
highest professional advancement. Like many a man of
this type, when he was not engaged in hack work, and had
for the moment no ulterior end to serve, he showed many
good qualities in his conduct of cases, both at the Bar and on
the Bench. I shall always remember with interest and respect
that he is one of the earliest judges reported to have said a
word in favour of a prisoner's right to be heard by Counsel.
" I think it is a hard case that a man should have counsel
to defend himself for a two-penny trespass and his witnesses
examined on oath; but if he steal, commit murder or felony,
nay, high treason, where life, estate, honour and all are con-
cerned, he shall neither have counsel nor his witnesses ex-
amined on oath. But yet you know as well as I that the
practice of the law is so, and the practice is the law."
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